
 
 
 

Dear Lopez Academy Parents, 

Welcome to the 2020-21 school year! This last spring and summer have been a difficult time for 

our students, staff, and families.  I also understand that distance learning is a big task for students and 

families, and we can’t wait to return to physically welcoming our students to campus as soon as it is safe 

to do so.   In the meantime, please rest assured knowing that distance learning will look very different this 

year as compared to last spring.  One major change is that all OSD students will be utilizing Canvas, a 

learning management tool, to access all student work and communicate with school staff.  Canvas will 

allow for students to have one central location to access all curriculum, instead of the multiple platforms 

that were used in the spring. Parents will also have full access to Canvas to monitor their student’s 

progress regularly.   Students will also return to traditional grading, meaning that it is absolutely essential 

that all students are engaged in learning every day as students will be expected to interact and complete 

work from all classes on a daily basis. Attendance will be monitored to ensure that students are logging in 

and completing work daily.  We understand this is going to be a challenge for all of us, and we are 

prepared to work closely with you over the course of this year to create a learning environment that is 

engaging and challenging for each of our students. 

 The exact daily schedule for middle school students will be distributed to parents soon.  Students 

will be meeting live virtually with three teachers daily on a rotating basis.  A normal day for a student will 

include three live virtual classes, and three classes that students will work on independently with teacher 

feedback.  For example, a student will meet live with their first, second, and third period teachers on one 

day, then with their fourth, fifth, and sixth period teachers the next day. It is absolutely crucial that parents 

communicate regularly with teachers when questions arise.  Please check our website for all teacher 

contact information.  In addition, parents will also be able to communicate with teachers through Canvas.  

As you know, we did not collect textbooks from our 6th and 7th grade students last year. We will 

be collecting these textbooks the week of August 10th.  Please monitor your email, phone, and our social 

media accounts for exact times.  Students will be picking up their new textbooks and supplies the week of 

August 16th.   

Our new school name starting this year is the Dr. Manuel M. Lopez Academy of Arts & Sciences.  

We are excited about this new name and look forward to our students learning more about the 

contributions Dr. Lopez made to the Oxnard community. Our new school year may not be “normal,” but 

our learning and dedication to our students will continue.  While our office is physically closed at this 

time, please feel free to reach out to us via phone at 805-385-1545.  Please make sure that we have correct 

email and phone numbers for you as we will be communicating regularly this school year.  We look 

forward to making this a great year for your student, particularly our new 6th graders! For our new 

students and families, welcome to Dr. Lopez Academy! 

Respectfully 

Scott Carroll 

Principal, Dr. Manuel M. Lopez Academy 
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